Thomas Monroe Pearman III
August 1, 2020

Thomas Monroe Pearman III, 75, of Shawsville passed peacefully in his sleep on August
1. Tom was a hard man to understand but an easy guy to love. He had — in his mind — a
very ordinary life, which included breaking broncos, riding bulls, racing motorcycles, and
putting himself through college at Virginia Tech while working night shift and helping to
raise a baby boy. He will perhaps be most remembered as an educator who, after
teaching for more than 20 years in Roanoke City Schools, went on to create the
aeronautics program for the Roanoke City Magnet School where he taught many young
men and women to fly. The only thing he ever failed at was retirement, working up until the
end — complaining and loving every minute of it. He is survived by his wife Martha, son
Tony and his wife Amy, and grandchildren Alex and Gabe. Also, by amazing sisters on
both sides of the family: Nell, Alice, Debbie, Peggy, and Lisa as well as their husbands,
children, and siblings too numerous to name. All were very loved by Tom, notably Frankie
whom he cared for as his own. If you knew Tom, it will surprise you very little that he made
us swear to not spend time with a service or tombstone. He will be returned gracefully into
the woods that he loved and to the winds in which he soars once again. In lieu of flowers,
the family asks that those who wish may donate in his name to the American Cancer
Society or the American Liver Foundation.

Comments

“

Julie Sisson lit a candle in memory of Thomas Monroe Pearman III

Julie Sisson - October 23, 2020 at 11:13 PM

“

Martha and Family, It has been years since I saw any of one, but I do remember how
much your family loved being together and sharing times with anyone else. We are
sorry for your loss of Tommy, he touched so many lives in his short 75 years, and will
be remembered in so many ways. May God be with each and Bless you as you go
forward without him, but know you will see him again in another time and place better
than we are today. Cherish all of your wonderful memories and know he will be your
"Guardian Angel" watching over all of you everyday.

Sandra T. Atkinson
Lorrie Atkinson-Mims
Murrells Inlet, SC
sandra - August 06, 2020 at 09:29 AM

“

I remember the day Mr. Pearman gave me much nickname of "Yeager" flying to
Lynchburg in about 20 minutes with warning sounds blaring as I'm riding a tailwind
the entire way! Exclaiming that I may be be the 1st person in history to get a speed
warning in a Sundowner! Mr.Pearman cultivated my love of flying and to this day
many of my fondest memories are flying hither and yonder with him. I will always
remember how amazing he was and how lucky Heaven is to have him teach Angels
how to properly use their wings.

Jason s - August 03, 2020 at 07:12 PM

“

Sending prayers for your family. He did so love his life and his many friends. Penny
Dudley, sister of Tommy Quesenberry .

Penny Dudley - August 03, 2020 at 05:57 PM

“

From Connie & Ambrose- We are so sad of Tommy’s passing. Not only was he much
beloved by us since we were teenagers, he & Martha were our attendants at our
wedding. His dry wit kept us entertained at times & on one occasion years ago when
we were visiting him after a surgery he asked “ don’t you people have anything else
to do?” He will surely be missed by all his family & friends...rest in peace, spread
those wings & soar...Gods comfort, love & hugs to Martha, Tony & family

connie & ambrose - August 03, 2020 at 01:51 PM

“

Dad loved you guys and we appreciate your kind words. Tony
Tony Pearman - August 03, 2020 at 05:42 PM

“

I was privileged enough to know "Mr. Pearman" way back when.
Back when there was no hanger. Back when his Blazer was the only warm place we
would meet on a cold morning to preflight.
Back when he trained me in N5234M. A Sundowner that I still have a picture of.
I had always wanted to fly. And living in Salem, I had heard about about the new
Aeronautical Science program at the then "Magnet School" at William Fleming.
I went.
I switched schools.
I drove everyday to be able to fly.
And Mr. Pearman was my guy. He was just what I expected a flight instructor to be.
Gruff, but not ruff. Tough, but not too much. Honest, and honorable.
He spent so much time with me, so many hours, so much patience. So much of
exactly what a teacher should be. But more than that, he was what a friend should
be. He was all that.
He told stories.
He told me about life.
He gave me advice.
I was only 16, it was exactly what I needed.
He was so much more than just a flight instructor.
I remember when we first got the hangars. It became the hang out.
And he was always there. No matter what time.
He lived far away, at least it seemed to us at the time. When you're young, miles
seem like forever. It was at least an hour drive.
Yet, there he would be...waiting at the airport for us, at 6AM. Which meant he must
have been up since 4.
He was dedicated.
I once had a solo cross country that went sideways and had to fly back from
Richmond. In the school plane. I had to wait 4 hours for mechanical repairs and Mr.
Pearman talked me through it.

When I landed back in Roanoke, in the dark, he was there to greet me.
I was so scared I still had my sunglasses on. He laughed. The way he did.
I went back to see him years later, when I was back in Roanoke. He was there,
behind that desk, in the hangar. He stood and shook my hand. I was honored.
I was but one of the many lives he most assuredly touched.
Fly high, sir, and thank you so much for your time with me.
I always have, and always will, treasure it.
Kevin Cline - August 03, 2020 at 12:25 PM

“

“

Thank you Kevin. This means a lot to my Mom and I. Tony Pearman
Tony Pearman - August 03, 2020 at 05:41 PM

I have known Tommy and Martha all my life and am saddened by his passing. I send
sincere condolences to Martha, Tony and the rest of the family, I know he will be
greatly missed. Fly High Tommy.

Carol Watterson - August 03, 2020 at 10:27 AM

“

We're going to miss him at hales. So sorry for your loss

Debbie - August 03, 2020 at 10:08 AM

“

So sadden to hear of Tommy's death. He was a quite and pleasant man. He will be greatly
missed by Hale's Restaurant staff. Prayers for the family.
Cindy Hale - August 03, 2020 at 11:57 AM

