Susan 'Sue' Bierer Bibb
August 30, 1940 - August 29, 2020

Susan (Sue) Bierer Bibb passed away Saturday, August 29, 2020, at her family home of
fifty-one years. She was the widow of Dr. Thomas L. Bibb. She is survived by her
daughter, Diane L. Bibb, son-in-law Dr. Patrick M. Johnson, and granddaughter Ashlyn
Samantha Bibb-Johnson.
Susan was a lifelong Virginian, born in Winchester, the only child of William Bierer and
Evangeline Clevenger Bierer. Susan graduated from Handley High School in 1958,
received her B.S in Mathematics from Longwood College in Farmville in 1962, and earned
a M.S. from Radford University in 1979. She taught middle and high school at numerous
public schools in Virginia for almost 30 years.
Susan’s biggest loves were her husband, family, and horses. She was the perfect
veterinarian’s wife. It never mattered what time he came home, or how dirty he arrived, or
even if she had to clear off the dinner table to doctor a lamb; she was wholly devoted to
his practice and was integral to its success.
The same devotion she showed Tom continued in her love for her daughter and son-inlaw. Daily she would help make their lives easier by helping with errands, serving as a
personal chauffer, or just being the listening post. She relished being Granda and the past
four years being a grandmother were some of her happiest days.
Horses were always a part of Susan’s life and Tom even tried to ask her on a date when
he saw her riding her first Thoroughbred, Suzanna, in Winchester! FYI she turned him
down…it took tickets to the Redskins for her to say yes. Over the years they bred and
raised horses on their farm in Childress and watched LOTS of football.
Susan and Diane spent hours riding and competing their horses. She was a tireless
volunteer with 4-H, the United States Pony Club, and numerous local equestrian
organizations.
Teaching and serving as the Director of Riding for Radford College in the 1970s was a
highlight of her life. Numerous students remained lifelong friends and this time made her
daughter’s life even more magical.
As a tribute to the menagerie of adopted animals that fill her home, in lieu of flowers,
donations to the Montgomery County Animal Care and Adoption Center would be
appreciated.

The family welcomes friends and family to a visitation on Thursday, September 3, 2020,
from 4-6 p.m. at Horne Funeral Home.
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Horne Funeral Home
1300 N. Franklin St., Christiansburg, VA, US, 24073

Comments

“

My best college days at Radford were because of Sue and the Riding Program. I
didn’t realize it at the time, but I was learning from the BEST. Because of her own
experience (which was vast), her pony club involvement, and being married to Tom,
the barn was run in ship shape, was clean and safe, and most importantly, horse
management was top-tier. Horses had their own grooming boxes and equipment and
class sessions were two hours, enough time to really do a good grooming on the
horses both before and after lessons. On top of that, she welcomed us into her home
and family and we saw and learned there as well. There was always something
going on at the farm vet wise and Tom was quick to share his knowledge, or Sue to
share her part in taking care of the animals in rehab there. Diane was just as
involved, though still young, and we were exposed to pony club through Sue and her.
We also enjoyed some of Bibb‘s famous hell rides where she would take us out on
the 600 acre farm on her fractious mare Dawn. The rides were more like mock hunts
but I didn’t know it at the time. It was just great fun to be cantering and galloping all
over the farm!
I went on to become a very competitive amateur rider before raising my family and I
had the good luck to have many clinics at many different barns and also see many
different lesson stables. Not one compared with the management and health of the
horses as they were at Radford college.
After my third child I stayed home and started a small lesson program, modeling it
after Sue’s excellent example. I’ve been at it 30 years now and I have a thriving
business with 23 horses in excellent health even though many are aged. I thank Sue
for all of it!
Her legacy lives on in my students, some who have reached the highest levels in
their chosen discipline, and the rest who have a life long love of horses, as I do.
Additionally, some of us are still in touch with each other from the Radford Redcoat
Riding team of 1975 to 1979. It was a great “ride”! Thank you Sue

Lucia DiBenedetto - September 05, 2020 at 08:24 PM

“

Our heartfelt sympathies go out to Diane and Patrick on the loss of Sue. She was an
amazing woman who always welcomed folks into her life. As an avid horse lover, we
are sure the horse community will miss her dearly. Rest in peace Sue and we will
always remember your great smile and perseverance through the many challenges
you faced during your time on earth. Love and peace, Rick and Phyllis Kaskel

Rick and Phyllis Kaskel - September 03, 2020 at 10:21 AM

“

Sue was such a special person that will be missed in the horse community and
beyond. With an eye for animals and a heart for instructing my life is better because
she, and Diane and the family were a part of it. We share in your loss and are deeply
saddened by the passing of a true friend.

Erin Spradling - September 03, 2020 at 08:48 AM

“

The first time I met Sue Bibb, she treated me like I was family. I still remember
watching that Super Bowl game with the Bibbs and feeling all of the warmth in that
home. She has left a wonderful, loving legacy in Diane, Patrick, and Ashlynn.

Eva Wilkinson-Tuck - September 02, 2020 at 08:12 AM

“

My condolences Dianne. Mrs. Bibb was such an amazing lady. She was filled with
kindness and generosity. I have many wonderful memories of our youth together in
Pony Club, where your mom took me under her wing. You were like a second family.
Keeping you in my thoughts and prayers. God's comforting love be with you and your
family.

Amy Coulehan - September 02, 2020 at 01:12 AM

“

Fran and Travis Echols purchased the Beautiful Heart Bouquet for the family of
Susan 'Sue' Bierer Bibb.

Fran and Travis Echols - September 01, 2020 at 06:33 PM

“

Diane and Patrick, I have only fond memories of Sue. We shared our love of horses,
cats and dogs. I used to buy horse feed from her, until we were both too old and
broken to lift 100# bags. I will never forget your dad and Sue collecting my daughter
from daycare in a snow storm when I was stuck on the highway. The power had gone
out about 30 minutes before I got there and they were having a ball! So many stories
about cats and dogs that we shared. I miss her smile. My heart goes out to you
during this time. If I can be of help, let me know. Fondly, Laura Nelson

Laura Nelson - September 01, 2020 at 02:31 PM

“

I remember a party at the Bibb house years ago where "oysters" were served. Tom &
Susan were special people to me. Indeed, she was the perfect veterinarian's wife!
Robert Brown - September 03, 2020 at 08:12 AM

“

Your Light Shines was purchased for the family of Susan 'Sue' Bierer Bibb.

September 01, 2020 at 11:57 AM

