Samuel Ray Harkrader
July 27, 1948 - July 11, 2020

Samuel Ray Harkrader 71, of Christiansburg, passed away on July 11, 2020. He was the
youngest son of Brown Peery and Ada Harkrader, born on July 27, 1948.
Sam graduated in 1966 from Christiansburg High School, with honors, a member of the
Key Club and the Blue Demons football team. He enlisted in the Air Force and trained as
an engine technician on F-4 fighters. He served in Vietnam from 1969-1970, and
completed his service as a Staff Sergeant in 1972. After returning from Vietnam, Sam
firmly planted his roots in Christiansburg, VA. He simply wanted to be around his family
and cherished friends. He later joined the General Electric Company at the Salem, VA
plant until his retirement in 2010. Sam loved to go to his cabin at Mt. Rogers and shared
many of his happiest times with friends there.
Honesty and integrity best describe Sam. If you wanted a special friend, he was there with
his humor and encouragement.
Sam was preceded in death by his parents; and brother, ‘Mr. Peery.’ He is survived by two
nieces, Catherine Terry (John), and Julia Rose (Jeff), and their families.
Heaven has received a wonderful man full of laughter and smiles.
Visitation will be held on Friday, July 17, 2020, from 10-11 a.m. at Horne Funeral Home.
Funeral Services will begin at 11 a.m. in the Chapel Rev. Wayne Urie officiating, with
interment following in Sunset Cemetery with Military Honors.
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Comments

“

Sam, you were a great character who brought a smile and compassion to your
friends and family. I will cherish the many memories we had growing up...like when
you were so excited about jumping into our back yard pool on a hot July day that you
forgot to take off your shoes. Sneaking your brothers car out of the garage for a late
night ride. Installing the manual transmission backwards in the 1957 Ford where first
gear was where Reverse should be. Talking about the wonderful women in our lives
and the crazy things we did on double dates. Sending each other hours long reel to
reel recordings of “what’s happing now” while you were in Viet Nam. But through all
the years after you returned to Christiansburg and I left we Celebrated with a drink of
your father’s favorite...Old Grandad, even if we could not be together to toast years
of friendship. I will miss you Sam Harkrader. Say hello to the whole Harkrader clan
now that you are reunited.
George Sturgill

George Sturgill - July 17 at 10:56 AM

“

Sam was a wonderful friend and we will miss him more than words can say. He was
always laughing and so friendly. We would visit him at his care center and always
enjoyed talking over old times and catching up on the local news. He was loving and
caring and we know that he is now in heaven with all his family and friends. We were
the lucky ones for him to consider us his best friends. RIP our friend and prayers for
your family. We love you.
Bob and Shirley Adkins

Shirley R Adkins - July 16 at 02:24 PM

“

To Sammy's family I am so sorry for your loss. Sammy was one of my break buddies
and had us laughing all the time at GE. He was a good and honest person. May he
rest in peace.

Michelle Hanna - July 15 at 08:23 PM

“

Sammy is one of the best human beings I have ever known and one of the few
people I would trust my family to. He is a hero not only for serving his country but
also all the year's he sacrificed taking care of family. He is the most honorable man in
my life and I am humbled to have been his friend.
Curtis Pugh

Curt Pugh - July 15 at 05:27 PM

“

Sam was always a pleasure to be around! He made the cabin a week to remember
....you will be missed, my friend!

Dan Hinkley - July 15 at 09:02 AM

“

To Sam's family my deepest sympathy. I first met Sam in 1995 after I married his
Uncle Dick. Sam was a delight to know. He is now with his family in Heaven.

Mariann S. Martin - July 14 at 04:18 PM

