Matthew Preston Hubbard
June 5, 1979 - November 25, 2020

Matthew Preston Hubbard was born on June 5, 1979 at Radford Hospital in Radford, VA.
He lived with his mother in their home in Christiansburg for his entire life. Matthew passed
away at his home on November 25, 2020. As always, his beloved mother was by his side
as was his dear friend, Heather Shepherd.
Matthew had an amazing life in spite of the many obstacles he faced. He was unique in
many ways. He had Rubenstein-Taybi Syndrome (RTS) and will be missed by thousands
of RTS friends and family members. He was often called the “Ambassador” at the yearly
RTS conference in Maryland because he was so enthusiastic and greeted everyone who
came into the conferences. He was the most verbal non-verbal person you could ever
meet and spoke volumes with his beautiful blue eyes and smile. His thumbs up could
brighten the darkest day. Matthew loved life and lived it to the fullest. He gave
unconditional love to those blessed to know him. He knew no strangers and his joy was
contagious.
He and his mother volunteered at the Carilion Hospital in Christiansburg for a while where
he worked in the gift shop and placed magazines in the waiting rooms. He and his mother
also volunteered at the Lewis Gale Hospital Montgomery in Blacksburg, where he sold
candy to the staff. In 2011, he and his mother were honored to receive The Frist
Humanitarian Award for their dedicated service at the Lewis Gale Hospital Montgomery.
Matthew was an active member of The Dwelling Place in Christiansburg. He loved his
church family and they loved him. He enjoyed the simple things in life like watching
movies, listening to music, working 1000-piece puzzles, going to the library and checking
out 20 DVDs, and going to Sonic to get his large Dr. Pepper.
Our loss is Heaven’s gain and while we will miss him tremendously we know he is singing
and dancing in Heaven.
He was preceded in death by his grandparents, Frank and Myrtle Hubbard and Jake and
Nora Woolwine; and his uncle, George Woolwine.
Matthew is survived by his mother, Kathy Hubbard; father and step-mother, David and
Beth Hubbard; brother, Joshua Hubbard; sister and brother-in-law, Mandy and Ryan
Phillips; his nieces and nephew, Mallory, Piper, and Fletcher Phillips; and his many aunts,
uncles, and cousins.

A Celebration of Matthew’s life will be held at The Dwelling Place, 3325 N. Franklin St.,
Christiansburg, VA 24073 on Saturday, December 12, 2020 at 3 p.m. There will be limited
seating in the sanctuary but there will be overflow seating in another room. The Service
will be made available on YouTube at youtube.com/DwellingPlaceNRV.
In lieu of flowers please make donations to The Dwelling Place in Matthew’s name to help
his mother pay for the expenses related to going to medical appointments and cancer
treatments during his battle with cancer.
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Comments

“

April lit a candle in memory of Matthew Preston Hubbard

April - December 12, 2020 at 09:09 AM

“

Kathy, I am so sorry for your loss. You and your family are in my prayers.

Delores Wall - December 09, 2020 at 02:19 PM

“

A bright light gone too soon.
My love to his family.

tracy - December 08, 2020 at 06:03 PM

“

Jenny lit a candle in memory of Matthew Preston Hubbard

Jenny - December 08, 2020 at 02:53 PM

“

Clarissa Otey lit a candle in memory of Matthew Preston Hubbard

Clarissa Otey - December 07, 2020 at 02:01 PM

“

Sending my deepest condolences to Kathy and the rest of Matthew's family. He had
a light and warmth like no other. His big smile and thumbs up always brightened my
day when I would check out his DVD's at the library. Every time I see Monk, I will
smile and think of him. His presence will be greatly missed.

Katrina - December 07, 2020 at 11:43 AM

“

“

I am so very sorry for your loss, Kathy. Praying for you and your family.
Nancy Wallace - December 14, 2020 at 11:24 AM

April Clark sent a virtual gift in memory of Matthew Preston Hubbard

April Clark - December 06, 2020 at 12:08 PM

“

Kim and I were so very sorry to hear this news. What a wonderful young man! It
always made my day to see him come into the library for his videos, and to get a
thumbs up from him. Kathy, please know that you are in our thoughts.
Rick and Kim Rogers

Rick Rogers - December 06, 2020 at 11:58 AM

“

This special syndrome shared by so many - was a blessing to the world through
sweet Matthew. He is missed and my heart is broken - for those left behind. His
sweet smile and bright eyes are unaltered even in Heaven. May the Lord continue to
bless you Kathy. You did a superb job of fighting for your baby. Praying extra grace
and comfort babe. He is missed.

Sandi Oliver - December 05, 2020 at 07:49 PM

“

Sending my sincere condolences and prayers for you as you mourn the loss of such
a beautiful soul.

Shirley Akers - December 05, 2020 at 12:00 PM

“

Matthew was always a shining star no matter what was going on . He made me smile
many many times when I came to pick up Erica at various functions they shared.
There is no doubt heaven has gained another angel and the peace he and Erica
share makes my heart very happy. I pray God’s peace and comfort in your loss ,
Kathy for I truly understand

Lynne Traylor Leary - December 04, 2020 at 09:01 PM

“

I met Matthew when I was about 7 or 8 at kids church, and we became instant
friends. I’m almost 33 years old now, and he would still come give me the best hugs
whenever I would see him out and about with his mom. I realized this morning after
learning of Matthew's passing that he taught me SO much about loving life, how
important our relationship with the Lord is, and how to always try to see the best in
others. Everyone who knew him is definitely feeling his absence, but we know he has
never been happier than he is right now, in the arms of Jesus
May we all carry
Matthew's legacy of love and acceptance with us, and may we all see him again one
day.

Kendra LaRue Helms - December 04, 2020 at 07:51 PM

“

As a nurse at LGHM, I would see Matthew and Kathy as he took around his "candy
cart." It was always a pleasure to be greeted and hugged by Matthew. My husband
and I were at the Regal Theatre standing in line when Matthew saw me and quickly
came up to greet me. I was surprised he recognized me outside the hospital and was
so happy he did. He was a ray of sunshine! My sympathies to Kathy and family.

Janice Cheverton - December 04, 2020 at 01:19 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear that the world has lost Matthew. He was the highlight of the
RU music therapy performances. He always had a smile for everyone and his
enthusiasm for life was contagious. Peace and prayers for his family

Johnna Elliott - December 04, 2020 at 11:53 AM

“

It was always fun to see Matthew & Ms. Kathy at church growing up, and at the
hospital where I later volunteered. Matthew was always sweet and fun to talk to! I'll
miss him dearly, but look forward to seeing him in heaven one day. Ms. Kathy, you
and your family are in my family's hearts and prayers! Much love to you.
The Valentines

Maichal Valentine - December 04, 2020 at 11:23 AM

“

Dear Kathy I am so sorry to hear about Matthew. Matthew was awesome with giving
hugs and always smiling . He will definitely be missed but he will bring lots of smiles
in heaven .

Astrid Niemiec - December 04, 2020 at 10:45 AM

“

Dear Kathy, our hearts go out to you. I remember precious Matthew for his
enthusiastic handshake and his “thumbs up.” What joy he brought to our reunions.
Sending much love to you.

Frances Dorris - December 04, 2020 at 10:04 AM

“

Dear Kathy and family, please know my thoughts and prayers are with you. Matt was
such a special young man. I remember him from a toddler all the way into adulthood.
Such a loving sweet child of God. He has gained his angel wings. God bless

Kathy Poff Banks - December 04, 2020 at 12:03 AM

“

I will always remember Matthew running up to me in Kroger and was so excited to
show me some videos he was looking at. He would want me to go with him so I could
talk to his mom. He was always so cheerful and happy to see people he knew! I will
miss his smiling face. He was such a happy person.
My prayers are with Kathy and her family.
Love,
Susie Beamer

Susie Beamer - December 03, 2020 at 08:28 PM

“

Dawn Overstreet lit a candle in memory of Matthew Preston Hubbard

Dawn Overstreet - December 03, 2020 at 08:09 PM

“

I remember him when he lived on mudpike. His sister Mandy would get on the bus
and he and his mother would watch. Plus I remember seeing him at Carilion. He was
a loving soul. He did have a huge smile.

Tammy Mooney - December 03, 2020 at 07:37 PM

“

Matthew had a beautiful soul! I always enjoyed waiting on him and his family when
the game to Dudes to eat. He had a beautiful heart warming smile and he will be
missed. RiP Matthew i know you're dancing in the sky.

Cindy Price - December 03, 2020 at 07:18 PM

“

I remember when matthew was a student at c.h.s.i worked as an instructional
assistant and accompanied matthew to his community class where he worked at
Wendy's across from spradlin farms.matthew was a hard worker.always smiling.i
never saw him when he didnt smile.he always waved and gave his thumbs up.i never
met a person whose heart spoke so loudly while his lips never did.he was that
special.his smiling face and sweet nature said it all.may you rest in peace matthew

Melanie ratcliffe curtis - December 03, 2020 at 07:08 PM

“

Debbie Johnston lit a candle in memory of Matthew Preston Hubbard

Debbie Johnston - December 03, 2020 at 06:35 PM

“

Sandra lit a candle in memory of Matthew Preston Hubbard

Sandra - December 03, 2020 at 05:25 PM

“

Debbra lit a candle in memory of Matthew Preston Hubbard

debbra - December 03, 2020 at 04:30 PM

“

Thinking of you all, Kathy. Please continue to share wonderful memories and photos
of your sweet Mathew. The world is a lesser place without his smile.

Carla Jaquet - December 03, 2020 at 03:35 PM

“

Matthew was such a blessing... He will be missed. Heaven has gained an angel. I'm
sure hes happy and talking ... He was always smiling. such a sweet soul he was...

cathy elliott - December 03, 2020 at 02:42 PM

“

I used to be the owner of Gardner’s Frozen Treats, I have fond memories of Matthew
and his mom, Kathy coming to get ice cream. If I was having a bad day or even a
fantastic day Matthew’s smiling face and eyes always made it 100% better. Rest In
Peace you no longer have to suffer as you are now an Angel in heaven. You will be
missed by many. Praying for Kathy and family and all friends. Matthew you made the
world a better and beautiful place we will miss you and love you with all our hearts.

Pamela Gardner - December 03, 2020 at 12:45 PM

“

Linda Baker lit a candle in memory of Matthew Preston Hubbard

Linda Baker - December 03, 2020 at 10:24 AM

“

I will always have wonderful memories of growing up with Matthew. He was a ray of
sunshine everywhere he went and I was blessed to know him.

Kristin Elder - December 03, 2020 at 09:57 AM

“

Sarah Rook Allen sent a virtual gift in memory of Matthew Preston Hubbard

Sarah Rook Allen - December 02, 2020 at 06:06 PM

“

Sarah Rook Allen lit a candle in memory of Matthew Preston Hubbard

Sarah Rook Allen - December 02, 2020 at 06:05 PM

