Karen Zarling Absalom
January 17, 2020

Karen Zarling Absalom, 78, of Christiansburg, formerly of Collierville, TN, passed away on
Friday, January 17, 2020.
Born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Karen went from Shorewood High School to Columbia (WI)
School of Nursing where she earned her RN.
Karen was a nurse’s nurse. Throughout her career one thing was paramount – patient
care. She believed that the dignity and worth of every person under her care was her
personal responsibility.
In her career, Karen went from the emergency room at Michael Reese Medical Center in
Southside Chicago through numerous hospital assignments and service with private
physicians’ groups.
Her enduring legacy began when she moved to Collierville, TN in 1990, and switched her
professional concentration to geriatric care. Karen initially worked as Assistant Director of
Nursing at Collierville Nursing and Rehabilitation. In 1995 she took over as Executive
Director of the fledgling Collierville Alzheimer’s Day Care Center (now Page Robbins Adult
Day Care Center). In 1995 the Center served a maximum of 15 clients and was housed in
the Fellowship Hall of Collierville Christian Church. Local merchants provided lunch. From
those humble beginnings, Karen led the expansion efforts of the Center including
fundraising and land acquisition, all the time molding the philosophy of the Center to be
dignity and worth for the individual.
Sometimes overlooked, Karen also assured education and support for caregivers was an
integral part of the Center’s philosophy.
She retired in 2005, moving to Tucson, AZ, but leaving behind a thriving Page Robbins
Adult Day Care Center which continues to grow and serve its community.
A wife, a mother, a grandmother, a sister, a friend, a boss…Karen was all of these. But
she wanted to be remembered as a nurse and lifelong advocate of patient care and the
right of every individual to be treated with dignity and respect.
She is survived by her loving husband of 38 years, John Absalom; daughters, Kristin
Poirier (Chris), Laura Gillie (Tupper); sons, Michael Rotsel, John Absalom IV (Caroline);
grandchildren, Taylor, Ashleigh, Allison, Tupper Jr., Lexie, Stephanie, Leandra; siblings,
Jim Zarling (Terri), Russ Zarling (Judy), Jodi Schei; as well as nieces and nephews, Britt,

Jessica, Kate, TJ, and Jake. Karen was preceded in death by her parents, Russell G. and
Teresa Pint Zarling; and first husband, Merle Dean Rotsel.
The family wishes to recognize the loving care provided by Debbie Gilmer and Danielle
Lindo of Care Advantage during Karen’s final months of life, as well as the professional
assistance of Amedisys Hospice in her final days.
A Celebration of Life will be on Saturday, April 25, 2020, (at a time to be determined) at
Collierville Christian Church in Tennessee.
In lieu of flowers family requests donations to be sent to Page Robbins Adult Daycare,
1961 S. Houston Levee Road, Collierville, TN 38017, or www.pagerobbins.org
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Comments

“

So many people loved Karen as did I so much. She meant a lot to so many
people.This is because of the love of God that flowed from her to others, especially
the loved ones of others that was placed in her care. I became the first Chef at Page
Robbins when it opened.Karen and had a relationship that blossomed into an eternal
friendship.Karen had a way of brightening the day no matter how gloomy it seemed.
Today we are weeping over our loss, but heaven is rejoicing, her soul is not gone
because her memories will always be forever present. I think Karen would want us to
go on believing this in our hearts. The pain passes, but the beauty remains! May the
Lord our God strengthen John and their family at this time is my prayer. Rev. Floyd &
Vernisa Hazlett, and the Jerusalem
M.B. Church Family

Rev Floyd Hazlett jr - January 27, 2020 at 11:39 AM

“

God bless you, John. She was a gem.

Horace Noland - January 23, 2020 at 10:48 PM

“

My dear Karen... We only knew each other a short time but we were lucky to have
each other like you, Jody, Paul and myself....I could keep it a secret but we met at
radiation
for our cancers. Became close buddies and when we were there at the same time
which was often we talked and made every one laugh instead of sitting there smiling
at each other and otherwise having a frown on our faces and feeling sorry for
ourselves...
WE used to met for lunch which was great... Karen, Paul and I were close to where
we
enjoyed each others company... Jody drove up - an hours drive from Sonoita...
Rest in peace friend...love you very much.. DEA

Dea Caid - January 23, 2020 at 07:52 AM

“

Rest In Peace Dear Friend, your beautiful and warm smile will stay forever in our
memory...Our deepest condolences. May our Lord bless and comfort your family
during this time of grief.

Zofia & Bob Schmidt - January 22, 2020 at 10:19 PM

“

John, my heart goes out to you. May the love of friends and family sustain you and
your family. Karen is synonymous with dignity to me.

Ann Turner - January 22, 2020 at 08:45 PM

“

Karen was always so gracious, fun and funny! She and a John mean so much to us.
I am blessed to have known Karen and to have her in my memories! Love to the
family!

Alison And Philip Futris - January 22, 2020 at 07:13 PM

“

I remember meeting with Karen often in her office at Page-Robbins usually about
Leadership Collierville when she was President of the Board. The clients would come
in and join in our meetings - they were always included in our discussions even
though most would remain silent (or sleep) when Karen asked for their advice. In her
way, she would tease them letting them know they were the most important person in
the room and that she loved them. I’ve missed Karen. She was the epitome of a
faithful servant. She served with passion and always had an angle for raising more
money . . . A true trailblazer for Alzheimer’s in the Memphis area.

Sara Hansen - January 22, 2020 at 07:09 PM

“

Karen was a dear friend and much loved as you are too, John.
Linda Strong - January 22, 2020 at 09:56 PM

“

Karen you were a beautiful women, inside and out. We are blessed to have called
you a close friend for the past 40 years. We are saddened with your loss, but we are
also happy that your struggles are over and you are at peace.
Girlfriend we will miss you and never forget you. You are truly an Angel of Mercy.
Dick and Sibyl

Dick and Sibyl Pilon - January 22, 2020 at 07:01 PM

“

My condolences to John and his family.
Marvin Pozefsky

Marvin Pozefsky - January 22, 2020 at 06:47 PM

“

So very sorry for your loss, John. My thoughts & prayers of comfort are coming your way.
Pat McCoy
Pat - January 23, 2020 at 10:01 AM

“

John- do not mourn your loss of Karen, but be glad that she happened ....sue mcnelly
susan mcnelly - January 23, 2020 at 08:22 PM

