Douglas K. Lindner
October 17, 1952 - February 1, 2020

Dr. Douglas K. Lindner, age 67, of Blacksburg, passed away suddenly on Saturday,
February 1, 2020. Upon his retirement from Virginia Tech in 2017, he was conferred the
title of associate professor emeritus of electrical and computer engineering in the College
of Engineering.
Douglas was born on October 17, 1952 in Waverly, Iowa, the son of the late Sherwin and
Shirley Lindner, and raised on the family farm. There he acquired his work ethic by helping
with the daily farm chores. He attended Waverly-Shell Rock High School, graduating in
1971. That fall he began his academic career at Iowa State University where he
discovered a different life than the farm and developed many lifelong friendships.
Doug received two bachelor's degrees, mathematics and electrical engineering, from Iowa
State University and a master’s degree and Ph.D. from the University of Illinois Urbana/Champaign, all in electrical engineering, in 1977, 1979, and 1982, respectively. He
is survived by his only brother Robert (Mari) of Maxwell, IA, and aunts, uncles, and
cousins across the country.
Doug spent his entire professional career at Virginia Tech, where he had two “big families”
– the Electrical and Computer Engineering (ECE) Department and the contemplative
practices and mindfulness communities in Blacksburg and beyond. Immediately after
defending his PhD in control theory in 1982 at the University of Illinois Urbana/Champaign, he became ECE faculty at Virginia Tech. Dr. Dushan Boroyevich,
ECE University Distinguished Professor, recalls, “I took the first course he taught, EE5704,
Linear Systems Theory, and I am still occasionally referring to my class notes. He was my
host when I interviewed for a visiting professor position in 1989 for my return to
Blacksburg.”
During his tenure in ECE, Doug was the principal or co-principal investigator on sponsored
research awards exceeding $3.5 million to study control of dynamic structures and drive
electronics for smart materials. He received many U.S. Navy American Society of
Engineering Education Summer Research Program grants to pursue research in smart
materials and was the recipient of a NASA-ASEE Summer Research Program for
research in control of structures. He also received the A.D. Welliver Summer Faculty

Research Program in Boeing.
In the classroom, Doug taught both undergraduate and graduate courses. He authored a
leading textbook, "Introduction to Signals and Systems," that has been used to teach
Virginia Tech electrical and computer engineering students for more than 15 years. He
directed four doctoral degree students and more than a dozen master’s degree students
to completion of their degrees and served on more than 100 master’s degree and doctoral
degree committees, many of them in Virginia Power Electronics Center (VPEC) and
Center for Power Electronics Systems (CPES).
Lindner was particularly interested in mindfulness meditation and contemplative practices
as related to a rapidly changing technological society. He has organized several
conferences at Virginia Tech, including “Contemplative Practices for a Technological
Society” in April 2013 and “Contemplative Practices for the 21st Century University” in
March 2016. During the 2013-14 academic year, he was honored with the prestigious
Frederick P. Lenz Fellowship at Naropa University in Boulder, CO, to study humanistic
engineering and contemplative practice. His later research interests included the
development of ethics instruction for STEM incorporating mindfulness. He practiced
meditation and qigong.
Memorial Service will be held on Saturday, February 15, 2020, from 10 a.m. to 12 noon at
The German Club, 711 Southgate Dr., Blacksburg, VA 24060 (lunch and mingling to
follow). Please rsvp to https://virginiatech.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eW0vM4MtAjxrvkV
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Comments

“

Prof. Lindner led a wonderful life to teaching electrical engineering,
contemplativeness and being a wonderful human being. Thanks for letting us know
you.

Jay - February 15 at 11:20 AM

“

Dear Bob and Mari,
I'm sorry I won't be able to attend the Blacksburg Memorial at The German Club on
the 15th. I met Doug through meditation circles and continued to get to know him as
a good friend. Doug was so generous in sharing his good humor and kindness
through his many interests. He will be much missed here.
I hope you feel peaceful knowing how much Doug is appreciated and all the
contributions he made to our community.
Luci Merlo

Luci Merlo - February 14 at 06:39 AM

“

I am very sad to see my old friend and classmate has passed away. Doug was 2
days younger than me and he got me in trouble a couple times in college with his
creativity. Our last quality time together we were enjoying David Bowie’s “Pin Ups”
album in Ames. I was fortunate to see him again at our 2016 class 45th reunion.
Please keep me apprised of any funeral arrangements.
My condolences to the Lindner family and friends for your loss.
Richard SCHERER
512-424-9455

Richard Scherer - February 09 at 11:03 PM

“

Bob and Mari,
I just learned of your brother’s passing this afternoon. I am so sorry for your loss.
As you know, Doug and I saw each other several times each year, especially

because Doug would stay with me in Centreville, VA on his way to Dulles Airport
either before or after flying to other places. Also, my oldest son Myles studied at
Virginia Tech, so I would stop by and see my son and Doug then. This past summer I
stayed at his home two times. I very much enjoyed our time together and was so
surprised that my time to be with Doug is over now.
Please keep me posted on the arrangements for his funeral. I can be reached via cell
phone at 571-286-6444 if there is anything I can do to assist.
Best Regards, David ANHALT
571-286-6444
David Anhalt - February 09 at 02:56 PM

“

Having grown up across the road from Douglas and Bob, they were more like family
than neighbors.
Very sorry Bob.
Bonnie & Ken Dahlstrom

Bonnie Dahlstrom - February 08 at 09:03 PM

