Dewey Otis Long Jr.
June 19, 1950 - December 8, 2021

Dewey Otis Long Jr., known by everyone as Sonny, of Radford, VA, entered into heaven
on December 8, 2021. He was born June 19, 1950 and grew up in Greenville, WV. He met
his wife Trixie when they were teenagers, and devoted his life to his family, his church and
serving others in Christiansburg, VA.
A genuine self-made man, Sonny worked as an electrician before beginning his long
career at Wolverine Gasket Company in, Blacksburg, VA where he started in the
maintenance department, was promoted to process engineer, and eventually the plant
manager. His co-workers, friends and family often say, “Sonny can fix and build anything.”
and he enjoyed using his gifts helping out everyone he knew, with his electrical,
mechanical and carpentry skills.
Sonny was a faithful member of Belmont Christian Church in Christiansburg where he
served on many committees and service projects and as a deacon and elder. After his
retirement, he was tasked to be the foreman of constructing the new church building
Belmont currently uses and was often the one the staff called first when something at the
church was broken. When not serving at church, Sonny volunteered his talents on several
Habitat for Humanity building sites and in the Restore. His hobbies included fishing,
hunting, camping and woodworking.
His passing is preceded by his parents, Dewey “Otis” Long Sr. and Vivian Hedrick Long of
Greenville, WV, and his wife of 40 years, Trixie Wiley Long of Christiansburg. He is
survived by his son, John and daughter-in-law Nicole of Radford, VA; his daughter Tammy
and son-in-law Eric Dunkum of Chesterfield, VA; and his four grandchildren: Hannah,
Beth, Jed and Kate. He is also survived by his sister, Sandra and brother-in-law, Dave
Dowdy of Greenville, WV, his nephew TJ Dowdy and his wife Amy and their sons Jacob
and Ethan of Cool Springs, WV, and former wife, Carol Long of Christiansburg.
The family will receive friends on Sunday, December 12 from 2 until 4 pm at Horne
Funeral Home. The funeral will be Monday, December 13 at 10 a.m. at Belmont Christian

Church officiated by Pastor’s James “Beaver” Terry, Jerry Dowdy, and Brandon Craig.
Interment will follow in Sunset Cemetery. Instead of flowers, the family requests donations
be made in Sonny’s honor go to Belmont Christian Church, 1500 Peppers Ferry Rd. NW,
Christiansburg, VA 24073 (belmontchristianchurch.org); or Habitat for Humanity
(HabitatNRV.org) in memory of Sonny.
The Long family is being served by Horne Funeral Service and Crematory, Christiansburg,
VA. Online condolences may be sent to the family by visiting www.hornefuneralservices.co
m

Cemetery Details
Sunset Cemetery
501 South Franklin Street
Christiansburg, VA 24073

Previous Events
Receive Friends
DEC 12. 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM (ET)
Horne Funeral Home Chapel
1300 N. Franklin Street
Christiansburg, VA 24073

Funeral
DEC 13. 10:00 AM (ET)
Belmont Christian Church
1500 Peppers Ferry Road
Christiansburg, VA 24073

Tribute Wall

KA

Kevin & Lynn Angstadt lit a candle in memory of Dewey
Otis Long Jr.

Kevin & Lynn Angstadt - December 13, 2021 at 10:13 AM

BC

I have such fond memories of Sonny (and Trixie) from
many happy hours spent at their home having good times
with their son John, and a few of our buddies. One of them,
Mike, recently described Sonny as 'a truly great man'... and
he added that he doesn't say that about hardly anybody. I
write that here because I think Mike encapsulated it better
than I ever could have: Sonny was simply a great man. He was always kind and
friendly to me, and the way he clearly cared about his family, his community and
his fellow man is something to which we all should aspire. Rest in peace, Sonny;
you certainly deserve it. Our thoughts and prayers are with John, Tammy and
your families at this difficult time.
Brian, Rose, Tessa & Owen Chenault - December 12, 2021 at 10:47 AM

BC

( typo: that's Brian, *Rose,* Tessa & Owen, of course )
Brian, Rose, Tessa & Owen Chenault - December 12, 2021 at 10:53 AM

KA

Sonny was a wonderful neighbor. I’ll never forget when he walked up to our
house and introduced himself and from there a friendship grew. He walked the
subdivision and Snoopy and I did to. We would see each other and I would tell
him you’re late today and he would say no you’re early. Lol. He loved Snoopy and
Snoopy loved to see Sonny coming. He told my husband that I made the best
fudge he had ever ate. He made some delicious Salsa! We will miss you a lot
Sonny. I won’t see you on our walks anymore, or see you going by the house and
waving. Rest In Peace. Your neighbor’s, Kevin & Lynn Angstadt.
Kevin & Lynn Angstadt - December 11, 2021 at 09:21 PM

BS

We worked many years with Sonny at Wolverine and are
saddened by his passing. Heaven has gained another
angel enjoy your new wings Sonny

Butch and Dee Stevens - December 11, 2021 at 02:13 PM

GC

December 11, 2021. Sonny went fishing with us to Florida and Cape Charles. We
all had a lot of fun fishing and setting around talking. Sonny and I were the first to
get up and put the coffee on. He was a nice , nice man, he will be missed. Glenn
Cochran and the Christiansburg Fishing Gang.
Glenn Cochran - December 11, 2021 at 10:57 AM

I am so sorry for your loss. Your Dad was one of the hardest working people I
ever had the pleasure of working with. He also had a smile on his face and would
always due what was ask for him. I am glad that I had the pleasure of working
and knowing Sonny for many years. God Bless the family , My Thoughts and
Prayers are with you all.
Dennis Weber - December 11, 2021 at 08:10 AM

TP

You and your wife Trixie were wonderful neighbors. We’ll
see you both again one day, Sonny.
Will & Tristan Perry

Tristan and Will Perry - December 11, 2021 at 07:55 AM

DM

Your are good guy. My thoughts and prayers are with you
all. Rest in heaven.

Debbie Main - December 11, 2021 at 07:01 AM

EM

Eloise Minnick lit a candle in memory of Dewey Otis Long
Jr.

Eloise Minnick - December 10, 2021 at 07:02 PM

