David Ross Goff
November 22, 2021

David Ross Goff, 71, of Christiansburg passed away on November 22, 2021.
Born in Morgantown, WV, he obtained his B.S. in Electrical Engineering from West Virginia
University and thereafter obtained a MSEE in Electrical Engineering from Caltech. David
started his career at Bell Labs in New Jersey. He was employed as Director of
Engineering at Force Inc. and Olson Technologies and was the author of the Fiber Optic
Reference Guide.
As a child, David built a gas-powered go-cart and performed a wide variety of scientific
experiments in the family basement, a stepping stone to his professional career. He had a
passion for problem solving. David’s hobbies were photography, astronomy, rock hunting,
hiking – anything outdoors. David also tried his hand at skydiving, driving on a NASCAR
track and being in a fighter plane during a mock dogfight. He loved music of all types and
was a worldwide traveler but he what enjoyed most was spending time with family and
friends.
He was preceded in death by his parents, Ross and Reba Goff; and his first wife, Maria
Goff. David is survived by his loving wife, Pamela G. Goff; sons, Jonathan Goff,
Christopher Goff; daughter-in-law, Rania Goff; granddaughter, Serene Goff; siblings, Larry
Goff (Trudy), Jeffrey Goff (Sara), Carolyn Jackson (Rusty), Phillip Goff (Kathleen); brotherin-law, Mark Gibson (Stacey); as well as many beloved nieces, nephews, and other
extended family.
A Memorial Service will be held on Saturday, November 27, 2021 at 2 p.m. at the
Christiansburg Presbyterian Church, with Rev. Don Makin officiating.
In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to the pancan.org or Christiansburg
Presbyterian Church.
The family would like to thank the doctors and nurses at Duke Cancer Center, Blue Ridge
Cancer Center and Good Samaritan Hospice for their excellent care of David.

Comments

“

So very sorry to here of Dave's passing. I met Dave at Caltech. We travelled together
around California during spring break. After graduating, we travelled around Europe
on a Eur-rail pass. He was a great, gentle guy who loved to cook. We designed and
built a Pong video game together back when it was a novelty. Great memories. My
thoughts are with his family and friends.
Steve Scampini

Steve Scampini - March 04 at 09:15 AM

“

A beautiful life leaves us with beautiful memories. We will miss Dave. Peace and
prayers for Pam, Chris, Jon, and the family.
Steve and Linda Crate

Steve and Linda Crate - November 24, 2021 at 08:33 AM

“

To Pam and Jonathan and Christopher. The Goff family has been wonderful friends
to me. David was an intelligent and caring family man and will be sadly missed.
Prayers for all of you.

Marie Annette David - November 24, 2021 at 05:45 AM

“

Dear Pam, I hope good memories can comfort you. I send you caring thoughts and
prayers. Larkin Dudley

Larkin Dudley - November 24, 2021 at 04:59 AM

“

Pam, my heart aches for you. I know you know that David is no longer in pain and he
is in the presence of his Lord and Savior, but I also know you are in pain and grieving
right now. I pray you know His comfort surrounding you at this terrible time.

Sharyn Ogden - November 23, 2021 at 09:35 PM

“

David was such a nice and kind individual . worked with him at force inc when i was a
kid. Recently saw him several times at the produce market at the stock pin. He was
always friendly and nice to me. Prayers to his friends and family. Rest easy david

Butch anderson - November 23, 2021 at 07:18 PM

