Cynthia "Cindy" Lou Koziol
March 25, 1951 - January 28, 2020

Cynthia “Cindy” Lou Koziol of Christiansburg, VA passed away the evening of January
28th, 2020 at the age of 68. Cindy was born on March 25th, 1951. She was raised in
Lincoln, Nebraska by Lilian Williams and William E. Williams. In October 2019, she
attended her 50th high school reunion with the Lincoln Northeast class of 1969. She
received her bachelor’s degree from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln (UNL). She met
her husband, Fred, while he was working on his master’s degree at UNL. In 1980, they
moved to Southwest Virginia and began a family of their own. Cindy never stopped being
a Cornhusker, but, after initially finding the “Fighting Gobblers” a silly team name, she
spread her allegiance and became a die hard Virginia Tech sports fan. True to her splitteam loyalty, she wore one red and one maroon sock to cheer on both Hokies and
Huskers football as they faced off against each other in the 1996 Orange Bowl. Cindy
worked as an academic advisor in the Virginia Tech Psychology Department where she
helped countless students pursue their studies, and never failed to root for her student
athletes. Cindy loved being active in the community doing everything from volunteering at
The Lyric Theatre, working on shows with Summer Musical Enterprise, ushering at
Virginia Tech football games, and participating in various church events with Blue Ridge
Church. She was also a member of the professional sorority Beta Sigma Phi. Cindy
brought joy into the life of anyone who got to know her, and was never too embarrassed to
get on a dance floor any chance she could. Cindy was loving, compassionate, and caring,
and she always saw the good in people and in life itself. Cindy is survived by: her
husband, Frederick “Fred” Koziol, her two children: daughter, Ericka Kriegisch (husband
Chuck Kriegisch) and son, Brian Koziol, as well as her 3 grandsons: Aiden (13yo), Dylan
(10yo), and Jonah (4yo). She also leaves behind a German Shepard/Lab mix, Sal, and
her beloved cat, Cole. A memorial service will be held at Blue Ridge Church in
Christiansburg, Virginia at 2pm on Monday, Feb. 3rd. A brief graveside service will follow
immediately at Sunset Cemetery. Her family asks that anyone who wishes, donate to the
Humane Society of Montgomery County in Cindy’s name, in lieu of flowers or other
offerings.
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Comments

“

I am sorry to hear of Cindy's passing. I worked with Cindy during my time in the VT
Psychology Department. She was such a great resource to both students and faculty.
My condolences to her family.

Janet Wojcik - February 19 at 12:42 PM

“

Cindy was always to me as I navigated graduate school at Tech. I’m saddened to
learn of her passing and extend my deepest condolences to her family and friends.

leah - February 06 at 08:46 PM

“

Fred, sending you and your family my condolences. I am sure this is a very difficult
time. Wishing you comfort and peace....
Wanda from the VT Signshop

Wanda Graham - February 05 at 03:28 PM

“

I worked with Cindy at Virginia Tech and volunteered with her at the Lyric Theatre.
She was a happy, warm and considerate person who never seemed to stop going. I
will miss her greatly.
Janis Wilfore

Janis Wilfore - February 03 at 04:38 PM

“

Cathy Hill lit a candle in memory of Cynthia "Cindy" Lou Koziol

Cathy Hill - February 03 at 02:14 PM

“

When I was on the Montgomery County School Board 1996-2003 Cindy was a vocal
advocate for students, and I always appreciated her involvement with our local public
schools. Thanks, and God bless her and her family.
-James C. Klagge

James Klagge - February 03 at 01:16 PM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with you. My daughter was in band with your daughter.

Kathy Banks - February 01 at 11:46 PM

“

I don't remember whether I first encountered Cindy through the Lyric or in her
capacity as the undergraduate advisor in VT's Department of Psychology. (Before I
worked in the chemistry department as something of a counterpart to her, I
approached her when I was considering going back to VT for a psychology degree.)
Her dedication to students, appreciation for arts and athletics, and general
enthusiasm were always notable. It has been eye-opening seeing tributes and
memories from so many people and so many (previously unknown-to-me) facets of
her life. I can't say it was unexpected, but the sheer magnitude of people who valued
her input and appreciated her simply deepened my own respect for her.
To me, Cindy was a colleague, a roommate at an advising conference, and a good ol'
gal. Getting her to laugh as a "humor of the day" email made me feel good. She was
an amazing woman, and I feel honored to have known her.

Anna Hawthorne - February 01 at 10:42 PM

“

I was s shocked and saddened to hear of Cindy’s unexpected passing. Over the
years I’d gotten to know her through her work at Va Tech and in the community,
especially as a Lyric volunteer and on democratic campaigns. My sincerest
condolences to Fred and their children.

Sheila Winett - February 01 at 09:22 PM

