Alonza 'Preacher' Hardy Jr.
June 3, 1919 - October 21, 2019

Alonza "Preacher" Hardy, Jr - June 3, 1919-October 21, 2019
Preacher was born in Nelson County, VA on June 3, 1919. He was the 3rd child of 9 born
to Alonza Sr and Mildred Hardy. He grew up in various locations across the state of
Virginia. Upon hearing about the bombing of Pearl Harbor he immediately reported to the
local recruiting office and said "sign me up". He proudly served as a member of the Army
Air Corp. Following his military service he settled in Grundy, VA where he worked for
Appalachian Power Company for 35 years. Upon retirement he moved to Christiansburg
to be near his daughter and her family. He was a member of the American Legion, Post
59, the VFW, post 5311, Christiansburg Masonic Lodge, and Grace Life Baptist Church. In
addition to his parents, Preacher was preceded in death by his wife of 55 years, Syble; a
daughter, Ellen Dawson; sisters, Mary Brown, Frances Clarke, and Ruth Richardson; and
brothers, Jesse, Tom, C.D. and Leroy Hardy. Left to cherish his memory is his son-in-law
and wife, Kenneth and Judy Dawson of Riner; granddaughters and husbands, Kathy and
Mike Smith of Christiansburg and Angie and J.P. Murrell of Jefferson, GA; greatgrandchildren Kenna and Natalie Smith and Meredith and Knox Murrell; sister, Fern
Stapleton of Kingsport, TN; and several nieces, nephews and their families. Visitation will
be Thursday, October 24 at Horne Funeral Home from 4-7. Funeral will be held Friday,
October 25 at Horne Funeral Home at 10 with graveside to follow at 2:30 at Greenhills
Memorial Gardens in Claypool Hill, VA.

Events
OCT
24

Visitation

04:00PM - 07:00PM

Horne Funeral Home
1300 N. Franklin St., Christiansburg, VA, US, 24073

OCT
25

Funeral Service

10:00AM

Horne Funeral Home
1300 N. Franklin St., Christiansburg, VA, US, 24073

OCT
25

Graveside Service

02:30PM

Greenhills Memorial Gardens
11800 Gov G C Peery Hwy, Cedar Bluff, VA, US, 24609

Comments

“

Kathy and family, I was saddened to hear about your grandfather's passing. I loved
hearing the stories about him from Patti. He was surely an amazing man. I wish I
would have had the pleasure of meeting him! My thoughts are with you, Michael and
the girls.

Tracey Gallagher - October 25 at 11:31 AM

“

What a full life he enjoyed. He was my Dads ( Pete Crane) best friend. We all have
many and special memories of our time with him and his family growing up in
Grundy. Even after he and Syble moved to Christiansburg to be near Ken and Ellen
our families spent many times together. He was always on the go and did much for
his family, church, and community. His life is to be celebrated but I’ll still miss him.

Jerry Crane - October 25 at 09:10 AM

“

Dear Kathy and family, I was just at English Meadows Crossings for our monthly
Family Dinner and heard about your grandfather. My friend, Martha Gunsten was so
saddened at his passing as we were too. She said he waved to her in the lobby as
they were taking him to the hospital. That seemed like something he would do even
when he was not feeling well. He touched a lot of people at The Crossings and will
be missed by all, especially Martha. Our thoughts and prayers are with you, Norma
Decker ( Lily Hale’s grandmother)

Norma Decker - October 24 at 07:40 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Alonza 'Preacher' Hardy Jr..

October 23 at 09:03 PM

“

I had the happiness to share time with Preacher in Life Groups - he was such an
encouraging elder among the body of Main Street and GraceLife - carries a burden
for souls - a love for Gods Word - enjoyed Worshiping in song in any style or fashion
and always had an encouraging word for the youth or anyone around him — held a
vision for the missions and ministry of GraceLife as long as Jesus tarried... we
missed him when he was not able to come to worship any more in his last years but
he tried to make it to the holiday celebrations and we were told he still tuned into the
services online — to hear Pastor Tim Hight deliver the Word of God - I can only wish
and pray I could turn my heart into a humble quiet obedient servant as Preacher
Hardy was - we shall miss him for a little while longer - but I wouldn’t wish him back
here for all this world could offer - he is home with his Savior, Redeemer, Lord and
Master and dearest Friend and he will be waiting with Jesus for all his family friends
and neighbors. God bless His family and all of those who knew him and loved him.

Rick B. - October 23 at 07:21 PM

“

Preacher was a light in a dark world, always cheerful and positive, and full of what
the Lord had done for him. When he moved to assisted living, he told me he would
rather be in his home but he needed to move to make his family worry less about
him. What an amazing attitude!! Heaven just got sweeter with him there!!

Phyllis Randall - October 23 at 07:10 PM

“

Many memories of this Wiseman he was such a leader in our family We all have
been so blessed by his walk and talk a true man of God . I can see uncle preacher
with a big smile on his face and many as the golden gates opened and the table set .
We will so miss him but we will rejoice again one day As for today I’m sure the
HARDY PARTY is AMAZING

Rene Faulk - October 23 at 05:45 PM

“

Sending my deepest heartfelt sympathy to Kathy and the family!! Preacher was an
amazing man that everyone enjoyed's company! I know for sure that heaven is a lot
brighter with him there and that big smile. I enjoyed getting to know him and his
family during my tenure at The Crossings At Blacksburg.

Natasha Akers - October 23 at 04:31 PM

“

I had the privilege of working with him at the Crossings and it was always a blessing
helping him!!! He always had encouraging words for everyone!!! Prayers to the family! God
has another Angel!!!!!!
Connie Bishop Tickle - October 23 at 10:53 PM

“

Preacher Hardy and my dad were best friends in Grundy, Va. They served together
as deacons at Grundy Baptist Church. Preacher was like another dad to my 2
brothers and I.

Cynthia Crane Stone - October 23 at 03:43 PM

“

I loved Pete Crane so much - he was a special guy too!!! Grandaddy thought so much of
him and his family!
Kathy Dawson Smith - October 23 at 03:54 PM

“

Richard Cornett's family, Sharon, Carla and Tom purchased the Beautiful in Blue for
the family of Alonza 'Preacher' Hardy Jr..

Richard Cornett's family, Sharon, Carla and Tom - October 23 at 03:34 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear of "Preacher''s passing. He was a wonderful friend to my dad,
Richard Cornett. I knew of Preacher from English Meadows in Blacksburg. I always
remember his smile and his love he showed to my family. I will miss him dearly.
However since my father passed recently, I know he and Preacher will be friends
forever in heaven.
My thoughts and prayers are with the Hardy family.

Sharon Newberne - October 23 at 03:22 PM

“

Sharon I thought the same thing! He sure missed “doc” (well, we all do) after he left us.
Betty’s at a loss - both her boys gone so close together. Love and hugs to you and your
family!!! I need to catch up with you sometime. Kathy
Kathy Dawson Smith - October 23 at 03:58 PM

“

What a wonderful man he was! My husband and I met Preacher at church. Bob was asked
to teach a retired men’s class; he walked in to a class of men 75 and older! He thought,
what on earth can I teach these Christian men? He soon found out all he had to do listen!
I so enjoyed our time working together at LewisGale Hospital Montgomery. Preacher was
always so calm; he would sit back there behind the desk and just smile. He had so many
stories to tell about growing up and his work life; we could listen for hours.
You are so loved by so many and it was truly my pleasure to be one of those! Rest in God’s
perfect peace, Preacher-Man
Peggy J. - October 24 at 01:00 PM

“

Kathy and Angie,
Preacher had a servant’s heart. I remember him washing dishes after Wednesday night
church suppers, distributing produce to underprivileged at our Helping Hands event, and
blessing our Life Group with words of wisdom that he gleaned from experience and
commitment to our Lord. He was proud of his military service and always stood and saluted
when we honored our armed forces veterans. He and Barry often discussed their mutual
Appalachian Power experiences. No doubt he imparted his advice and wisdom to you and
your children, and his influence will continue to have a positive impact for many years.
Suella Wolfe
Suella Wolfe - October 24 at 02:06 PM

“

We are thinking of the family who will miss Preacher today. He was a gem of a man - the
best person we ever met - and he will be missed greatly.
Ted and Belva Collins
Belva Collins - October 25 at 09:10 AM

